Elliott

In 1909 Elliott was appointed by President
Tait an associate justice of the supreme court
of the Philippine Islands, and a new field of in-
terest and of work wns opened for the Mid-
Western lawyer. In 1910 he became a member
of the Philippine Commission, assuming the du-
ties of secretary of commerce and police in the
government ox the islands. In the following year
he represented the P^irrpines at the ceremonies
In Hcr.^.rong at the time of the coronation of
Georg-e V. In 1912 he resigned from the com-
mission and for a year traveled abroad before he
returned to practise law in Minneapolis from
1913 to his death in 1935. He was for one year
prcaid-jr.t of the Avi-irican branch of the Inter-
national Law Association and in 1921 attended
the meeting- cf that association at The Hague,
where he was the only American delegate to ad-
dress the convention, speaking on the subject,
"The Monroe Doctrine Exception in the League
of Nations Covenant" (The Ixicruriiciicl Law
Assodjiioii Report of the Thirtieth Conference,
1922). His continuing- intellectual interest and
Ms constant study were evidenced by his many
publications. He wrote articles for various law
reviews and published also The Principles of the
Lew of Private Corporations (1895, reprinted
in several editions), The Law of Insurance
(1902), Practice at Trial and on Appeal for
Minnesota (1900), A Treatise on the Law of
Prh'zte Corporations (3rd ed.9 1900), Practice
and Procedure in Minnesota (2 vols., 1923-26);
and two volumes on the Philippines: The Philip-
pines to the End of the Rliiiiary Regime, Amer-
ica Overseas (1917), which covers the historical
background for the problem of the administra-
tion of the Philippines, and The Philippines to
the End of tic Commission Government,, a Study
in Tropical Democracy (1917), which gives a
comprehensive account of the administration of
the Philippine government

Elliott's wife died in 1934 on the fiftieth an-
niversary of their marriage, and he died in Sep-
tember of the following year. They were survived
by five children: Charles, Edwin, Ethel, Walter,
and Philip.

[A biog. sketch by Elliott's son, C. W. Elliott, was
printed with a portion of the elder Elliott's diary in

Minn. Hist., June 1937. See also: Minn. Alumni Ueek-
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Shutter and J. S. McLain, Progressive Men of Minn.
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EMERSON, BENJAMIN KENDALL
(Dec, 20, i843-Apr. 7, 1932), educator, geolo-
gist, was bom at Nashua, N. H., the elder son

and child of Benjamin Frothingham Emerson,

Emerson

a lawyer, and Elizabeth (Kendall) Emerson. He
was of the sixth generation from the emigrant
Thomas Emerson, who was in Ipswich, Mass.,
in 1638, and whose many notable descendants in-
clude Ralph Waldo Emerson [q.v.~\. After pre-
paratory study at the Nashua high school and
the Xew Hampshire Seminary at Tilton, he en-
tered Amherst College in 1862 and was gradu-
ated three years later. As valedictorian of his
class, he delivered an oration on 'The Relations
of Platonic Philosophy to the Rise of Christi-
anity." After a brief period of teaching the
sciences at Lawrence Academy, Groton, Mass.,
in 1867 he entered the University of Gottingen,
where, as at Amherst, he specialized in geology,
and where in 1869 he received the doctor's de-
gree. In that year, also, he studied in Berlin and
served as an assistant on the German Geological
Survey. He made geological studies in Switzer-
land, Saxony, Bohemia, and Norway (see his
book, The Ipswich Emersons, 1900), He was
instructor In geology at Amherst College, 1870-
72; professor of geology and zoology, 1872-^8;
professor of mineralogy and geology, 1888-1917;
and professor emeritus, 1917 until his death.
From 1878 to 1912 he was also professor of
mineralogy and geology at Smith College, and
in 1885 he was connected with the geological
department of the Massachusetts Agricultural
College. Many of his students made their mark
as geologists. He was an indefatigable collector
of minerals for Amherst, which at the time of
his retirement possessed one of the best collec-
tions in the United States.

In 1890 he was appointed assistant geologist
in the United States Geological Survey; and in
1896, geologist. His chief fields of study were
the Connecticut River Valley and adjacent high-
lands, and Rhode Island. Among his principal
geological publications are A Mineralogical Lexi-
con of Franklin, Hampshire and Hamden Coun-
ties, Massachusetts (1895); Geology of Old
Hampshire County, Massachusetts (1898); De-
scription of the Holyoke Quadrangle (1898) ;
and Geology of Massachusetts and Rhode Island
(1917). In 1897 he attended the International
Geological Congress at St. Petersburg as a vice-
president, partook of the famous mastodon din-
ner, went on the excursion through Siberia, and
with Fridtjof Nansen visited Norway, In 1899
he was a member of the E. H. Harriman Ex-
pedition to Alaska and wrote the report on "Gen-
eral Geology" (Harriman Alaska Expedition,
1904, vol. IV). He was president of the Geo-
logical Society of America, 1899-1900, and was
a fellow of the American Academy of Arts and
Sciences. In the First World War, as a member
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